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Abstract

This research investigates the acquired legal impediments of ignorance (al-jahl) and error
(al-khata ) within the framework of Usil al-Figh, analyzing their impact on legal capacity
(ahliyya) and responsibility. The study establishes that neither ignorance nor error
fundamentally invalidates legal capacity, but both are pivotal in determining the resulting
legal consequences. Ignorance, categorized as simple or compound, may excuse an
individual from sin and criminal liability in matters related to God's rights (hugiqg Allah),
such as unknowingly violating a religious injunction. However, in stark contrast, ignorance
generally does not eliminate financial liability or the duty to compensate in transactions
and human rights (hugqiig al- ibad). Similarly, error (unintended action) typically removes
subjective culpability (sin) but maintains objective liability, meaning accidental damage to
property still necessitates compensation, reflecting the crucial Islamic legal principle of
distinguishing between subjective moral guilt and objective legal effect. The analysis
further highlights a core disagreement among jurists regarding the validity of legal acts
performed under error, particularly in personal status and contracts. The Hanafi school
often insists on clear and conscious intent for the validity of declarative acts like divorce
pronouncements, asserting that error can render the act void. Conversely, most scholars
often uphold the validity of certain transactions even with the presence of error, focusing
on the outward declaration. This distinction underscores the importance of linguistic
interpretation and juristic methods. The research concludes by affirming the necessity of
clear intent for the validity of critical legal declarations and emphasizes that both ignorance
and error serve as mitigating factors for sin and criminal accountability while largely
preserving the integrity of financial and transactional obligations in Islamic law.

Keywords: Ignorance (al-jahl), Error (al-khata ), Usil al-Figh, Hanafi School.
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