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Awarding Diyyat of Women, People of the Book and other
Minorities, in Islamic Criminal Law: A Scientific and
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Abstract

Islam as a religion, and code of life it encompasses all individual and collective
dimensions of life. The basic objective of Deen and very essence is to unburden
humanity, bring comfort, and ensure Usar to human lives. Islam ensures safety
to life, safety to property, protection of sanity, Honor and self-respect and
jealously guards these precincts through an ideal Islamic civil and criminal
codes. It leaves least chance for communal and cult biases. Muslim Jurists have
left no stone unturned to avert possibilities of dharar through scholastic
acumen. Among all other aspects, protection of life and averting of Damage to
human body is of paramount importance. The Qur’an explicitly declares that
there is a Life for you in Qis@as. However, to avert hostilities in future, the
Despondent has the option to forgive or accept Diyyat. All these three options
have been testified by Qur’an, Sunnah and Ijma‘a.100 Camels as Diyyat for free
Muslim is valid with all four schools of Islamic jurisprudence. Similarly
awarding Diyyat for free women, People of the book and other non-Muslims
have also been validated in accordance with Islamic criminal law, based on
Qur’an, Sunnah and Juridical interpretations of four schools of Figh.

Keywords: Diyyat, Qisas, Existing law, Qatal e ‘Amad, Qaatl e Khata.
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