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Detecting Hidden Defects in Hadith: An Analytical Study of the
Methodology of Classical Hadith Critics

Abstract

This research article presents an analytical study of the methodaitgggyed by hadith

scholars in identifying hidden defec®i{ | a | )kwitrenfProphgtia thaditions. Hadith
constitutes the second primary source of | sl
has led scholars to formulate highly rigorous anphssiicated principles. Among these
disciplines,2l | m -&lald gtandsadut as a particularly intricate and critical field,

through which concealed flaws in narratidndespite their apparent soundriesse

detected and evaluatethe paper examines thexical and technical definitions 66i | | a h
(defect), the concept of a defectiven§ a) Ih&dah, and the significance of this

discipline in light of the statements of early hadith authorities such as-Mmaal 0 n ¢, AD )
AUt i RUAad, AbT-RZaud Ambm mini dhd, and others. F
highlights the contemporary neglect of this science and the resulting scholarly
inaccuracies, thereby underscoring the necessity and relevance of the preseiithstudy.

primary objective of this research i® tsystematically present the principles and
methodological stages through which hidden defects are identified according to the
classical scholars. In this regard, key steps such as the comprehensive collection of
transmission routed (u 1), udgntification of the central narratom{a d)Uaomparative
analysis of the narrations of the narrator
indicators ¢ a r Yfdripreference and evaluation are discussed in detail. Additionally,

the study outlines the four fouational components of hadith analysis: the classification

of the defectjins al-3ui ), itsauhderlying causes@bab al?ui ), tha heans of detecting

the defectd s b Ub  i3ud f),lhkd hhe criteria for preference and critical judgment.

Through a pactical case study, the article demonstrates how hadith scholars distinguish
between sound and defective narrations by comparing multiple chains of transmission.

The findings indicate that the science dfi lis ahighly subtle, experiendsased, and

deeply analytical, requiring exceptional memory, profound understanding, and
comprehensive knowledge of narrators and their conditidhe. study concludes by
emphasizing the urgent need to revive this discipline in contemporary academic and
pedagogical settinggpromote practical training iful | Rl ,balkd encourage further

research in Urdu to ensure precision and reliability in the understanding of hadith.
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